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[11:03]

Deputy J.M. Macon of St. Saviour (Chairman):

Thank you very much for coming to talk to us tod&ye are quite open to the format.
We have received some of the submissions. We wte jappy for you to present
your arguments or things that you think you wodule Ito draw attention to us to
begin with and then for the panel to ask questidhsve are happy with that process,
then ... Are we happy to start with that processwBich would like to go first?

Mr. B. Hill:

We will shoot away. Okay. As | said, in the lettiegat was sent to you, thank you for
inviting the Jersey Humans Rights Group here.s lgood that we do receive some
recognition for our presence. The Jersey HumamtRiGroup was set up by me. |
was a founding member. | had tried to get theeStab take responsibility for
oversight of human rights in Jersey. Unfortunatehy proposition failed but one
thing | did say was if re-elected, what, 3 years,dgvould form a group because | do
believe it is necessary that there should be saressight for human rights, as indeed
| think there ought to be one for discriminationvesll but that is to come. But we
have been ... as indeed 2 of you have been, tmeatings. The purpose of our group
really is to raise awareness of the human riglsiseis. It is not as great as it would be
in relation to some of the foreign countries buerwso human rights is alive and
kicking in Jersey and | see it as really a partmprbetween States Members and
members of the public. One of the rules was welaveand ...I can see Guernsey
are having the same problems now with making ratesut who can and who cannot
do things, but one of the rules was that the Chairmould be a Member of the States
and Monty has now taken over as Chairman. Buiptipose here is that we have



discussed this loosely at our meetings but, mongomantly, via the email and the
submission that was made to you which was put haydiy me really is, | suppose, a
collection of thoughts and feelings of us as a grobam also conscious that | have 2
serving police officers in front of me and 2 policHicers who were former police
officers like me and after 30 years ... Only last kvéevas at a reunion for the very
first police station | served in around the Easti S0 my views are based on evidence
as, indeed, the 3 of you will come up with yourwsebased on the evidence, and the
evidence we have got is really contained within swlsmission. More importantly, |
think it is tidied up if one can call it that, oage 3 where we say what our concerns
about the introduction are and we then lay them d@uit | would start off by saying
we did invite the police chief to give him the opjpmity to say why we think it is
necessary in a relatively low crime area to intamulaser guns to Jersey.
Unfortunately, he turned down that invitation betdid suggest that maybe we come
along and listen to what he has to say this afteindso it is sort of the cart before the
horse but even so we feel that as a group it ishi@rpolice to justify the need for an
additional armoury or weapon of armour to their auny and you have got in your
line up there, your page ... | think that was sty useful ... Scrutiny matters came
out | think yesterday. | got back on Wednesdayinand that was there but it was
very helpful so you devote almost a page to theeiTgan argument, and it may be
that if we go through and look at the purpose afryemit, so to speak, and, you
know, do you support the Jersey police using T&sé&kll, that is the question we all
want to find out. What we really want to find asiwhy do you think Jersey needs to
introduce Tasers. Bearing in mind | was away sk, | did read through the J.E.P.
(Jersey Evening Press) and noticed that, you know, if we are so jumpyénsey, well,
police officers are so jumpy in Jersey that theyeh#o have officers with sub-
machine guns stuck outside a dwelling in St. Héderause someone happens to have
a screwdriver, or an allegation was made aboutsaaudt on a screwdriver, is that a
good reason for us to have Tasers? | think naeit itBs always justified to use Tasers
on people behaving violently or using a weapononfithe policing experience, |
would say no because one should always look foaw @f talking someone out of
trouble. We ask you and we all ask ourselves, what Taser? Is it a weapon of
offence or is it a weapon of defence? When dobsdbme an offensive weapon for
the police officer to use it and when does it beecamweapon of defence for the
officer to use? If you are going to think of igioally, you only have to use a Taser,
one would assume, when you have a conflict in ges@tuation as, indeed, it was
perceived to be a siege situation the other dajo hot know what street it was; was
it Hope Street? It was somewhere around here.

The Connétable of St. Brelade:
Bond Street.

Mr. B. Hill:

Bond Street? Yes, okay, and so what would be tvardage of the States and the
public paying for an additional weapon when youndt intend to use it because you
say ... One would hope you never use it and at wiageswould one use it? Would
one use it at the beginning of a conflict or at émel of a conflict? | would hope it
would never be used, but if it was going to be usedould be very much as a last
resort. That is what one would have thought. ®ald/you feel safer if police were
equipped with Tasers? Well, from my point of viedo not think | would and | think
the general feeling of our group was, well, whabwhf you are an innocent person



and someone has made an allegation about you dbahssaulted someone ... Look
at the scenario the other day, the man who haal nlodl know how large or how small
his screwdriver was, but you could have a misundeding as, indeed, you could do
with a gun, injure someone simply because a Taserhgd been used. Now you
could say what a Taser is; is it an extensionlwditan or is it a gun? What is it? Now
if you have a baton, and certainly | know from mgrgonal experience | used my
baton once in 30 years and | had got in a bit efilite for it because | threw it at
someone. It is the last thing you should have dmurtel did it but, you know, how
often are instruments like batons used? That wasesation we asked of the police
because that is what we wanted. We have come atongoll - a good expression -
with the information about what is the situationt theere that demands that police
have an additional weapon. Now we know ...

Deputy J.M. Macon:
| apologise for jumping in but | would very muchkdito hear from Amnesty as well
so if you could ...

Mr. B. Hill:

Yes, | know but you have asked us to make a sulwnissWe have now got the
figures from last night and certainly from the figa one sees and one looks at them,
we ask again what is a Taser for? Is it a weagasffence or weapon of defence?
When one looks at the number of police officersiiiegl, it is an occupational hazard.
| am not saying that we all want to go out andayeselves beaten up but | think it is
an element of risk and, again, would a Taser treended as a means of going out on
the street as we see as an extension from the,fatomandcuffs, from handcuffs to
CS gas? You know, do we then see the extension fhe CS gas on to a Taser?
That is a question that obviously is going to beedsno doubt today. So then you go
down to the extent in which there are justifiadkeraatives; that is what you want to
find out but maybe just to tidy up and let Ed gofonhis ... Looking at the human
rights implication of use, we have discussed thisdo not think we are totally
gualified to do a proper audit but what we wouldgest or recommend to your group
that you may think about - you may already haveedois having an audit as regards
to the human rights implications of the issues a$drs. We have only thought about
it but | think it would be better to have a proiessl view because we do not think
we are professionally capable of giving a propelitau

[11:15]

Mr. N. Le Cornu:
Are we allowed to come back a little bit later batt?

Deputy J.M. Macon:
Yes.

Mr. N. Le Cornu:
| will come back a little later on then after heayi... Thank you very much.

Deputy J.M. Macon:
Sure, and from the Amnesty perspective?



Mr. E. Le Quesne:

Strangely, Amnesty petitioned this morning to sajyout arms control. The U.N.
(United Nations) are having a meeting in July ta bacontrol arms sales to countries
where there have been quite a lot of concern admllihg arms for controlling crowds
in developing countries and there are a few coeststill holding out on a global
U.N. treaty to control arms worldwide. But reailtyJersey | think when | was asked
to come and speak on this submission the firsgtpgople said: “Why do we need it
in Jersey?” It has not really been demonstratat gbople are out of ... the place is
out of control or needs this level of response.atTih really in the submission, the
second page of their submission: “Amnesty doeswwanit to see the U.K. (United
Kingdom) hurtling further down the slippery slopavards arming all officers.” |
think we are not very sure at all there is any gned for it. Also | think the U.S.A.
(United States of America) experience is that pedehd to over-react and there has
been a lot of use in the U.S.A. of Tasers and founad 90 per cent of victims of
Taser-related deaths were not armed, you know,pibaple jump in and then fire a
Taser and find there was not that need so | thimRust be ... make sure there is a
very controlled response. Just thinking of my ..méan | have only limited
experience in Honorary Police. | was 9 years astate’s Officer and there is a
famous psychological experiment that says that lpeapo are given authority, they
sometimes get very dictatorial and they like tovghbeir authority. Give a chap a
Taser, a young lad the Taser, it could be justagstt show off with it so | think it is
a little bit ...

Deputy J.M. Macon:
Not necessary a young lad.

Mr. E. Le Quesne:

Yes. | think if they even think of a Taser it mbst very strictly controlled and in just
the hands of a very senior officer and a very gfromain of command about when it
was drawn. So I think it has got to be provedtfof all, it is needed and then it has
got to be very strictly controlled and who can h#ayavhen it can be used, and when
it can be employed. Then also | think another pour submission makes is that
there must be a very clear record of its use, whasing it, when it is used, what was
the reason it was used. So a very clear recowhofis using it. | think those are the
main points | think we would like to stress, thaisi not really needed or it is not
really demonstrated it is needed and, again, pezgieover-react with it and it needs
to be a senior person who really authorises thikink those are our main points.

Deputy J.M. Macon:
Thank you very much.

The Connétable of St. Brelade:

| have a question. We have had some informatiom fthe States police in terms of
searches on their log in terms of number of logienthey have got for certain types
of words used and | will pick out 2. One shows &i entries from 15th November
2011 using the word “knife” and another one showesword “gun”, 200 logs from
6th December 2010. Now | know a lot of those issweuld have been dealt with by
conflict resolution and they are not all fully blowncidents, but would you not accept
there are circumstances when using a Taser omagdandividual - and that could be
knife or gun or other weapon - is an effective mdtbf incapacitating the threat and



would be preferable to using weapons such as gp& sr police baton? Would you
accept that there are instances where the Tasdd Welwappropriate?

Mr. N. Le Cornu:

| am not sure there is much use in Jersey of fineafior example, and that kind of
level of violence does not seem to exist in Jerskyis sort of low level violence;
perhaps there is use of knives and screwdriversaemudid a Taser be better? | think
the police should be able to use various methodsmiict resolution. There was one
example in the material that was circulated of whitiey had used CS gas to spray
someone | think who had a knife and was saying tiddvattack anyone who came to
get him. It was a domestic dispute. My own feglig; that it is the bigger picture; it
is the militarisation of the police. That is whsimportant. That is what is going on
here. You have got a new chief police officer freuandon who has arrived who
obviously wants to have the same set of equipmeiieas used to in London. One
has to ask the question, why now? Tasers have ibettre possession of the U.K.
police for some time, why is it being introducedm® | would suggest there is a
strong link with the fact we have a new chief ofig® and this is seen as part of the
equipment which is part of the new militarisationtlee police force in advance of
what is going to be a period of considerable socalflict. If you want to see a
breakdown in society created by economic decling @ crisis, look at Greece
where there are numerous demonstrations and theepgbkre are extremely violent
and becoming more and more violent. Maybe thabisour future in Great Britain,
one hopes not, but | suspect that the politicah@uties certainly have that in mind
now. Jersey is a place where crime is at a vesyl&vel and it would appear, and
certainly there does not seem to be any use drfire, there are no criminal gangs
running around having to be dealt witbo what is the real justification for the
introduction of a gun and that is what it is effeely. Whether it, you know, can be
described as non-lethal, this is sophistry. Judiitie@ story: the National Rifle
Association in the United States always says, #reythe great lobbyist for weapons,
that it is not guns that kill people, it is peopat kill people. Howeveras Eddie
Izzard the comedian once said: “The guns do help.”

The Connétable of St. Brelade:

But | think you are skirting on an issue there.eddmably you are not thinking that
armed police officers or firearms officers are rexedh Jersey. | will ask you the
guestion: do you feel that even a firearms unit tedfirearms officers are needed in
Jersey? If you say the crime is at such a lowllévet this is not needed, are you
suggesting that even the firearms unit is not né2de

Mr. N. Le Cornu:

| think any state that seeks to defend itself wdle firearmsbut the police are not
the Army and the police have a different functidmpolicing society and, yes, there is
a police firearms unit but one would hope it isyodéployed in circumstances where
they are likely to meet a return of fire, whereyttae likely to face situations of
weapons being used against them or there might la¢tack perhaps on a diplomat or
something like that. But | think generally in setyi this is a very calm, quiet place.
There is not much violence and what there is, &tprmuch confined perhaps to
domestic violence, perhaps to the street outside tve a Friday and Saturday night,
and can pretty much be contained by the policeeforé/hether they need Tasers, |
am not sure. If they have got them, they are gtongse them.



The Connétable of St. Brelade:

But, again, | will just stress the point, there arstances of gun crime in Jersey and
there certainly are instances of people that haesl @uns in an inappropriate way.
We have got to remember Jersey in terms of the eunob guns per head of
population ... | think we have got the highest nembf guns in Western Europe.
Now | think what | would ask you again is do yout raxcept that there will be
instances where the use of a non-lethal weapar imbre appropriate than somebody
facing somebody with a gun? Guns are widespreateisey. They might not be
used for crime, but they are widespread in Jerdeyould be better for a firearms
officer to have the option of a Taser rather thawitg to use whatever firearm he is
issued with.

Mr. N. Le Cornu:

| personally think if someone is going to use a,guanry it around, they should expect
to meet similar. If they are going to carry outaamed robbery and they might use
the weapon then they should fully expect to pogsbime under fire themselves from
the state. Sorry, | know that is not quite the answeun yant to hear as to whether
these ...

The Connétable of St. Brelade:

But, again, then what you are suggesting is ... Vgelinething that could be aimed at
the police is that they were using excessive farog the idea of using a Taser is not
to use excessive force, so again do you not atcbepthe Taser would be better than
using a firearm in an instance where it could be ...

Mr. B. Hill:

Could | come in here? At the end of the day, i ¥mow that someone is armed with
a firearm ... and that is the difficulty we have hesewhen are the police going to use
them because if they are going to use a Tasendsed, they use guns - they did not
use guns but they had guns and there were membdéhne @ublic ... It was Bond
Street, okay, last week? Yes, we had police aSic®t because they are responding
to someone who was a dangerous criminal armed avigan, but we had someone
who was suspected of hitting someone else witlrewslriver. Now this is what ...
We talk about low crime. We have 2 of you, progaidichel has had more policing
experience; | have arrested people with having wesp | have never taken ... |
took, yes, twice took guns off someone becausaimdathem in the car but | was
never threatened with a gun, but there alwayshelan occasion. | accept what you
are saying; there will always be the occasion big knowing when that occasion is
and | cannot see any justification why firearmsewveut on the street last week when
someone was not armed with a gun and, unfortunatadyl am grateful to Mike for
sending this, but the police circled ... they obvigusubmitted this, | do not know
when they submitted their figures to you ...

Mr. M. Haden:
Earlier this week.

Mr. B. Hill:
Only this week, yes, well we wanted these figuresitswould help us in our
submission but | only got these late yesterdayraden when Mike very kindly sent



them to me and said: “This may be answering sontbeofjuestions you are seeking”
and when you look at them they are like any figuyesli can dress them up as you
like, and so when you look at some of the examaltesit the times when people were
sprayed and when they were not sprayed, well | wakhow why they used spray in
the first place, you know, some of these thinggou know, police officers are trained
in conflict management. It is part of the risk imess that you enter when you are a
police officer and | want to ask you again, wha @asers being issued for - to defend
the police officer or to defend the public becatts® police officers are entitled to
every protection they can get. At the same timgghrcan be taken out by the way in
which a police officer approaches a situation, #dngu are going to go in gung-ho,
you are going to attract their attention. The ¢aeaceful resolution is a much better
way of doing it but at the same time, coming baxkjins, | can remember certainly
as a station officer in Brixton nearly 40 years &gat one of the things we did when
we did the handover from the earlier shift, the Ishift, the night shift and so on, you
always went to the safe and checked out the gWwes.had 4 pistols there and we had
officers who were there if, indeed, we ever nedtieth. There were occasions when
firearms were deployed. They were hardly every elaployed and it seems to be
here that if you are going to introduce Tasersas s a less lethal form of weaponry
are we going downhill even further; are we movingag from what the object of a
police officer is for?

Deputy J.M. Macon:

Can | broaden that theme which we have referredstdhe culture of policing in
culture and what | believe you are touching oneghpps more away from the conflict
resolution, calming down the situation through titaéning, and through the talking of
a situation to perhaps the situation whereby whghtrbe argued is a quick and easy
response to issue and draw a Taser. Do you thiere tis an issue with that? Do you
think the culture of the policing in Jersey mighiange if the States of Jersey police
were given Tasers?

Mr. B. Hill:

Well Ed has illustrated and, of course, we havel e information as well, you

could see where they had been used. They alwdlybevinisused; there have been
misuse of truncheons and that happens becauseempelic are still human and it
depends on how they react to someone. They caeaveWe always know that; that
is going to happen. But one of the interestinggdhil did look at yesterday from the
figures the police produced - and | suppose theygaming to show anyway - the
nature of injuries sustained by participants.

[11.30]

Well policing is a risk business and | know cerhaithat some of my colleagues seem
to get assaulted more often than others ... and theeuestion of what is an assault.
Now if someone pushes you, that is an assaultjfayal are arresting someone and
he pushes you and they come in and say: “What Yaweot your ...” “Well it's like
this, Sarg, and he pushed me” and | said: “Wellassaulted me.” “No, he did not.
Come on, that is rough pot; rough and tumble.” Wieu nick someone you know
they might not want to do it and you are going &wé put them in an arm lock;
whatever you have got to do. That is part of roagd ... Now when we have the
figures here surprisingly, or not surprisingly,l iisk you to look at page one of the



police presentation where they talk about the weataf injuries sustained by
participants, you see how few police officers aean@ injured. There is a difference
between injured and being assaulted because | thiskpart and parcel ... People
might not want to agree with me but | do believat ttwhen you are a police officer
there are going to be occasions when people, tleepad want to be arrested, |
understand that, and you may will have to use whatconsider reasonable force on
them and it may well be that people will throw anpla at you; that is part and parcel.
Now it is down to the officer as to whether theyniveo report it or, indeed, whether
the sergeant, whoever is dealing with the offems®ls with it as an assault. It is
guite easy because of criminal compensation cléiyngolice officers ... because we
found that as well when police officers were aldestart claiming compensation for
injuries our allegations of assault went up becqud&emen are human. But it is
interesting to see that the assaults have suddsely in the last year. It seems to be,
you know, 2010 there were 5 and yet we have 4te@#i You are looking around
40-odd officers a year who are assaulted but waaldnow the degree of assault.
We are looking at probably 5 officers who may bjened as opposed to 40-odd who
may have been assaulted, and assaulted could beosemvho spits at you; and |
think if someone spits at you there are times wyanneed to arrest them for assault.

The Connétable of St. Martin:
We have got a police chief now that has put mole@mfficers on the beat so one
would expect ...

Mr. B. Hill:
More chances.

The Connétable of St. Martin:

. more chances of being assaulted | think. Bug ksad to Mr. Le Quesne, | think
you were trying to give the option there that, y&ssers come in but strictly
controlled but for your organisation, are your sgydo not bring them in at all? Do
not introduce or tightly controlled?

Mr. B. Hill:

But first preference would be ... We want to seejtiséfication for them. If they can
be justified we are back to what Mike was sayirfggré will always be occasions
when police as a last resort might need a gun. kioev full well if it is a siege
situation, the guy has got a gun, you know, howyaregoing to combat that so there
will always be the need and no doubt your evideryoeir recommendations will
come from the evidence that you receive, and ieddp how much weight you put on
the evidence you are getting from us. How muchklewe you are going to get from
the police chief this afternoon which | hope it Wwbile based on actual evidence
rather than this is how things are in the roundhe@athan being specific, because
being specific in Jersey | do not think there B jilistification for it but that is a matter
for you to come to when you resolve ...

Mr. E. Le Quesne:
| think we have a police report. Have you seerpiblee report?

Mr. M. Haden:
It is available on the website but | can send ycogy, yes.



Mr. N. Le Cornu:

Can | come back to you? One of my very vivid maemas a child is being taken by
my mother back to Belfast and my uncle was a setgéa the Royal Ulster
Constabulary and he fought the IRA in the 1950saways had lots of stories to tell
me. One of the vivid memories is of going to hisibe and as one entered the door
on the side would be his bottle green uniform witie black webbing belt and the
Lugar in its holster but that holster was alwaysropecause he, as he told me, never
knew who was going to come to the door and if aeyceme to the door about whom
he was suspicious, he would have pulled that Lygstol and he would have been
ready for an attack. He was part of an armed apeait which had a very famous
engagement with the IRA in the 1950s which lechievdeath of someone called Gary
Owen (there is a song about it) but that is a \dferent form of culture of policing
and militarisation of the police and that is pdrBoitain and for me to go there, that
was part of my own politicisation because | wasteshocked to see that, the
weapons being carried by the police and the irdanto use them very clearly
manifest. My uncle told me many, many stories albloeir raids on houses and their
use of weapons, and not only handguns but Bren gndsSten guns and their fights
with the IRA, and that left me rather frightenedtloé use of weapons. | understood
exactly how potent they could be.

The Connétable of St. Martin:

We are going to be exploring this afternoon obvipuath the Chief Officer and The
Minister for Home Affairs, as the Firearms Law starat the moment, the Minister
for Home Affairs has brought it to the States obrisiging it to the States, but he can
introduce with the Chief Officer ... under Firearirenv Tasers could be brought into
the Island without consent.

Mr. B. Hill:
So why are we here?

The Connétable of St. Matrtin:
Why are we here? Because the Minister’s takenddeision to do it.

Mr. N. Le Cornu:

| think there is a recognition by the Minister the has to finesse their entry into
society, into Jersey culture, because they wilubed and there will be instances of
misuse. That is for certain. We know that frora tlse of them in the United States:
they can kill people, people can be seriously eguby them, and that is bound to
happen because that is the nature of the weapobyanidtue of it being a gun. Part
of that finessing of the weapons into Jersey celtdersey society, is this instance of
the Bond Street siege, front page of feesey Evening Post. Call me cynical, but |
suspect that that event was very much staged,cotiatcannot believe that a man
armed with a screwdriver even if it he has usewiistitutes such a threat that it needs
the response of an armed group. Of course, thedapolice unit is filmed and is
photographed. Is that coincidence? It appeartherfront page of the newspaper.
What it says to society, Jersey society, is this dangerous and violent culture. We
live in a dangerous world, therefore we should haeapons and we should most
certainly have Tasers which will be a much lessgganus way of dealing with these



things. We could have brought in Tasers insteachaking an armed sub-machine
gun unit.

The Connétable of St. Martin:
| just worry about that incident. | am not surétihas been completed by the courts
yet and how far the discussion goes in relatioih té\ specific ... | mean ...

Mr. B. Hill:
That was a good example. It is a good examplerticRrly one could ask the
guestion: is this Jersey or New Jersey?

The Connétable of St. Martin:

| have been, like | am sure you have, to unarmeuntlémts up to Inspector level and
we have got ... There are 2 ways how this discussmthhow the review is going to
go: they are going to be implemented and somea after their use or is seriously
injured, or they are not implemented and someote g®t. So there is not a winner
as such, is there? Either way someone is goisgyo“But we told you.”

Mr. B. Hill:
But in Jersey no police officer yet has been si@kay? | think ...

The Connétable of St. Martin:
But it could happen this afternoon. Let us hopebuo ...

Mr. B. Hill:

It could happen but that could happen anyway. ddcget run over crossing the
road so if you stop cars on the road because theiga us over, you know, it is part
of life. But I think it is quite important and, ai, | was grateful for Mike sending me
for this because, you know, we now have some irddion from the police
themselves because | think at the end of the dalygily what will happen is because
they can bring them in anyway, they are going teeithem. So it is important if they
do have them that every strict control is maintdiaad one has to ask if that is strict,
how strict are they going to be with Tasers becaugeu are going to have guys out
there, police officers, a whole posse of policeceifs, fully armed out in the street in
broad daylight, no doubt the media informed befareh come along ... | am not
being cynical but it does seem a bit strange tbed we have a firearms situation, the
police officers are there and the television cameree there watching the police
bashing the door, you know. | congratulate the imedh their informants but the
thing is when one looks at in the event ... | am logkat the top of page 2:
“Whenever police officers deploy to a violent inerd part of the response process
involves a dynamic arrest assessment.” We alhdg every police officer does that,
okay. “Of the need for personal protection of @guent ...” Well, most officers now
go around with some form of protection. It is utdmate but they do. | say it is
unfortunate; maybe it seems a lot of carrying adoalhthat stuff you might need but:
“... this will include protective vests, CS spray aA8P baton. In the event of an
incident being deemed a firearms incident and tip@rapriate authority for
deployment granted, trained firearm officers wilvie access to further equipment
which will include ASP batons and conventionaldimas.” Again | think it is useful,
the incident we had at Bond Street, it does notanathether it is sub-judice or not,
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the fact is it happened. But where was the jusiifon even within their own
guidelines for those officers being deployed witedrms last week? Where was it?

The Connétable of St. Martin:
Well, we do not know the whole background. | suggwe will have to ask the Chief
Officer. We do not know the whole background oratne may have been told.

Mr. B. Hill:

He may well choose not to tell you because he sait: “Well, it is confidential” as
indeed you are getting used to in the States navytbhu do not get the answer you
want because it is confidential and what it isthey do not want to tell you; just
confidential but, you know.

The Connétable of St. Brelade:

Just going back to the proposition, part 4 cleathtes in the proposition that Tasers
will only be used by firearms officers. Now | kngwwu have mentioned the U.S.A. |

think the majority of instances in the U.S.A. anan@da will be put down to officers

that are not firearms officers, they may have bgmecially trained, they may be just
beat officers, call them what you will, but agaimsianother question and | just really
want an answer from you: will you not be reasswatdll by the statement that Tasers
would only be used by fully trained and authorifiegarm officers in ...

Mr. B. Hill:
Yes, but we do not ...

The Connétable of St. Brelade:

Hang on, let me finish ... and by saying that no prego general use by specially
trained units, using strict A.C.P.O (AssociationGifief Police Officers) guidelines or
possibly even stricter local guidelines. Will ynat be reassured by the fact that the
guidelines will be so tight and the fact that tisaeven included in the proposition
itself?

Mr. B. Hill:

But the guidelines are there already. They ar@siithe same as what we have at the
moment and yet firearms were deployed for someoitie avscrewdriver so are we
then to say that in future any one ... | have gabie the screwdriver at the back of
my car which | carry, | always carry a few toolsoabin my car, am | going to ...
Sorry, | know | may be being a bit facetious butijknow ...

The Connétable of St. Brelade:

Yes, but | will put my point on that. It is easygday it was a screwdriver. You know
very well when the police are recording these ieotd on the lot, if somebody is

called in with a stabbing, they do not know wha sitabbing is and it is easy to look
in hindsight and say, well, it was a screwdrivecdaese that is what they found but the
factis ...

Mr. B. Hill:
But the police officers are ...

The Connétable of St. Brelade:
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... when the incident is called in, it is called i& @ stabbing. It could be a knife, it
could be a screwdriver, it could be a machete, waat know, and the officers will
not know so that is when they will make a decidmdeploy.

Mr. B. Hill:
But we have something called intelligence.

The Connétable of St. Brelade:
When a call is made, there are not officers onstene. You have got to accept
that ...

Mr. B. Hill:
| accept that, yes, yes.

The Connétable of St. Brelade:
... that particular incident, when that call was matle weapon used could have been
any weapon.

The Connétable of St. Martin:
Mr. Le Quesne had something.

Mr. E. Le Quesne:

| think we are putting too much on this incidenalhg | think the idea of Jersey
having Tasers is a step change for Jersey and glat twi be very careful before we
go into this step change of having Tasers.

Deputy J.M. Macon:

Mr. Le Quesne, can | ask you a question? We didtlaes police to give to us the
amount of times on average that they authorisedrims. They told us that they have
on average about 12 to 18 deployments of firearexsapnum. A portion of these
may be for close protection during a VIP visit asmime pre-planned operations,
approximately half are spontaneous instances wtlikee relative criteria for
deployment are met. They did go on to say thattiaées of Jersey have never fired a
shot in an authorised firearm deployment but instarhave involved the pointing of
a firearm at a suspect. So if you go back to thitue and you we are saying, yes,
although we accept that we allow the police tofusarms but the evidence shows us
that they have never used it, does your group laayecomment on then what does
that suggest about Tasers in that it is seen assaléthal weapon? There is certainly
evidence we have had from the public that therensde be a greater suspicion of the
wanting to use the Taser, although it would beresing that they should be
deployed at the same time as a firearm. Do eghgou have any comment on that?
Again, it is going back down to the step down applo

[11:45]

Mr. E. Le Quesne:

Yes, step down | think, yes. | think it is a bibra than is needed. | do not think we
need the Taser, the firearm is there but very yamsed. | think it would be sad to
have Tasers over here as a weapon. Only if podigky show it is needed and there
is an upsurge in violence | think.
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Deputy J.M. Macon:
Can | just push you there? What criteria for tbkge to make the need ... For them,
what are the key things in their justification wdyou want to see?

Mr. E. Le Quesne:

| want to see a number of cases of where perhapspw®n are injured or members
of the public are injured because of violence whicfTaser would have perhaps
stopped the person doing, but I think from what Bblb has said there has not really
been many cases at all.

Mr. N. Le Cornu:

| cannot think of an instant where a weapon has fieed by someone in Jersdired

at a police officer or at someone else. | may beng but my impression is Jersey is
not that kind of culture as far as | am aware.

Mr. E. Le Quesne:

There is an exception about the one last year \linnstabbing took place. A Taser
would not have been of much use there becausehappened by the time the police
got there.

Mr. N. Le Cornu:

Criminals are arrested in this Island. There atgsl gangs no doubt operating here
but they do not seem to be found in possessioneafpans. That is not part of the
culture. One wonders why is there this need fr $kep up to new types of more and
more sophisticated equipment. One worrying aspgttis sort of trend in Channel
Island policing is the purchase by the Guernseyceadf what looks like a second-
hand R.U.C. (Royal Ulster Constabulary) Land Ravigh all the grills and rails and
protection that would protect it from a riot in tB®gside but why on earth do they
want something like that when, you know, what is thance of a riot in Jersey? |
kind of think pretty low.

The Connétable of St. Martin:

Looking at the police officers themselves, anyagfiinvolved in a fatal shooting (and
| did the firearms managers course in the U.K.) ¢ixperience they go through
afterwards, | mean they are virtually treated kkeriminal. They are segregated from
their colleagues and if they had been able to uBasar just to save a situation where
they have not had to shoot because if they areggoirshoot someone they are more
than likely going to kill that person, whereas thelf ... It then goes on to ... | mean
if your organisation thinks ... Well, I know you thkimgainst it but if the Tasers come
in, do the panel ... and this is the recommendati@m tfrom you, with very strict
controls as to who uses it, who has access to,thesdhey going to be in a police
vehicle travelling around the town 24 hours a daglays a week?

Mr. B. Hill:

Could I just correct something you just said? Quoup are not opposed to Tasers.
What we are asking for is justification for thendahit can be justified then we will
support it but we are looking for the justificatiand until we have got that it is like
everything else, you say no before you say yes, kymw, and we are looking for
justification. We come back to ...
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Deputy J.M. Macon:
Just to be specific, can you tell us what are t& ikdicators that you think could
justify ...?

Mr. B. Hill:

Well, if you start from the precept of common lawliping, the policing should be to
not get yourself into a situation where you needsguYou should be able to resolve
things without the use of guns. You should be &bleesolve things without the use
of a truncheon, okay, and | think to come back tmestion that was asked earlier, on
what occasion should a gun be used? It shouldfdsénreatening. Life-threatening
to whoever that person himself ... We had the indidériorget the guy who he is but
the one who shot the police officer in the eyes #mh died - now we are not sure
how he died but, you know, was he life-threaterim@im as the offender or was it a
life-threatening situation to the people around phublic, or life-threatening to the
police officer? Each one of them has the righbéodefended and | come back to
what Michel says, on what occasion would a gunlyda needed if you consider
yourself in such a situation where someone is gtingill someone then that may
well be the occasion. Now what we are saying igbwaf we introduce a Taser we
are less likely to use it. | think that is the cem that most people would have, and
certainly our group would have, is that because ileemed to be less lethal is it,
therefore, more likely to be used? That is thesjae. | will be here this afternoon
listening to the Chief Officer because | want tmknwhy he can justify it because |
want to support him. | have been a police officehave been in those situations; |
want to support police officers. At the same tiln&so see it as an escalation.

The Connétable of St. Martin:

How do you the think the Chief Officer and the Migr for Home Affairs should
report the use or deployment of Tasers if they carie Should every deployment be
reported? Every time it is drawn and taken oubusdhit be recorded?

Mr. B. Hill:
It would be. | assume it would be. 1 did ask tjuestion ...

The Connétable of St. Martin:

| do not know if it will be. CS spray was goinglie every time and | do not know if
CS spray is now notified every time to the publevoften it is used. | notice one of
the submissions recalls the incident in the bacé pblice van that took place during
the football match. You know, someone has remeetbé¢hat and it was used
probably inappropriately. | do not know, | was tiwére but ...

Mr. B. Hill:

That is a question we did ask of the Chief Officéke wanted to know how many
times a truncheon had been used. | know certamiyy time that if you used a
truncheon you had to put a report in so consequgotl did not, although you still
had officers who would use them because we havayallWwad officers who are quick
off the draw; that is the nature of it. Quite oftdey are the ones that get assaulted,
do they not, because their training seems ... Buldcljust say something else which
is important | think. Have you read R18 - it maglmbe worth looking at R18 -
which is a complaints report by the complaints d@ar
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Deputy J.M. Macon:
We have got that, yes.

Mr. B. Hill:

Fine. Well done. Yes, okay. As, indeed, one @& that maybe police officers say
they have been assaulted, and | do support theijplenof good policing, but it is sort

of interesting to know that if we have a look aé thumber of complaints about
excessive force that in 2009 there were 5, in 200e were 6 and last year there
were 14 so there is an increase of complaints agafficers of using excessive force,
and also harassment and abuse of authority andtémiag behaviour by police

officers. Again, the complaints are from 2 in 2Q&® in 2011. It does illustrate that
possibly police officers themselves are not asodnaitic in their dealings with people
but, again, at the same time we all know it is gassnake a complaint. It has to be
justified. | accept that and, indeed, if you aremore confrontational situations you
are more likely to get a complaint.

Deputy J.M. Macon:
| am very conscious of time. Do we have any fonaéstions?

The Connétable of St. Martin:

No, just that we have spoken about the use of €&/4ing ... | mean it is the same
with handcuffs because when | joined the policedoyou could not have handcuffs
at any time and then you could only have them ifeite be hidden and that gradually
crept, and now you have got the quick cuffs. &ms, you know, how things develop
that everyone who is arrested, or virtually evedypas quick cuffed and that is how
the change in life has gone and | suppose thatkgow, could cement your point.

Mr. B. Hill:
The escalation.

The Connétable of St. Martin:
Yes, the escalation.

Mr. N. Le Cornu:

Can | just make a point? It does seem that paliieers may want to use a weapon
rather than get involved in a physical contact.t &uically, why not use the gun
when you might possibly lose a button off your onii? A Taser is probably so easy
to use. The great fear is there will be a culufréheir use; that if there is an incident
where an officer is unsure and uncertain, he wii jpull out his gun. Of course,
YouTube, the video site, is full of these amateamera shots of officers using Tasers
with what seem to be a fairly sort of ... | willtneay gung-ho fashion, but they just
pull them out, there are no warnings; it seemsreodnd someone is hit and they are
down and it is probably very easy for an officedtothat.

The Connétable of St. Martin:
| think we share those concerns.

Deputy J.M. Macon:

15



Do you have any further questions? | just inviteu)if you do have any final
comments or anything that you feel that the paheukl be made aware of now is
your opportunity to do so. So | ask you in turnr. Nle Quesne, on behalf of
Amnesty?

Mr. E. Le Quesne:
No, that is fine.

Mr. N. Le Cornu:
None, thank you.

Mr. B. Hill:

No, I think you are to be complimented in carrymg the review you are and | think
you are probably coming in like we are, you needdoconvinced and if you are
convinced we hope that there will be all the stmgcontrols put on them and there
will be justification again. So it is not about b Street but it does worry me, the
fact that, you know, you can have a situation whereause the lack of intelligence ...
and even with the best will in the world the ingghce you get can be wrong. | can
accept that but we do not know what informatiorytget. But | do worry about the
escalation of police actions the more you give kcpaofficer, as Michel has said
himself. | had my truncheon here and | had my tiisere and | had my blue arm
band. | went to the reunion last week in Londoreseh first policed and nothing has
changed. People are still people. It is thewatétthat has changed and | have
concern that if they are going to be justified wi# laave all the stringent controls put
in place and they will be monitored. Of courseduhd be interested to know how the
monitoring comes from what happened in Bond Street.

Deputy J.M. Macon:

On behalf of the panel, may | thank you for youndiand your submission. Thank
you. That draws a close to this hearing. Mayklthe members of the public and the
media please to withdraw from the room.

[11:56]
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